
      ANNEX A 
 
 

 

Byelaw 1.  Application of Byelaws. 
(replaces Cumbria Byelaws 1 and 2 and NWSFC Byelaw 1). 

 
These Byelaws shall have effect throughout the whole area of the North Western Inshore Fisheries 
and Conservation Authority's District unless otherwise specified. 
 
Nothing in these Byelaws shall apply to any person operating under and within the agreed terms of 
written authorisation from the Authority when fishing for sea fish for scientific, restocking or 
breeding purposes. 
 
 

Byelaw 2. Mechanically Propelled Vessels Maximum-Length. 
(Replaces Cumbria Byelaw 3 and NWSFC Byelaw 9). 

 
1 .No mechanically propelled vessel which exceeds 15 metres overall length shall be used in 

fishing for or taking of sea fish within that part of the District that lies between 3 and 6 
nautical miles offshore as measured from the baselines. 

 
2. No mechanically propelled vessel which exceeds 10 metres overall length shall be used in 

fishing for or taking of sea fish within that part of the District enclosed by a line drawn 3 
nautical miles offshore as measured from the baselines. 

 
3. This Byelaw shall not apply to the following vessels: 
 

a, Vessels used for the trans-shipment and relaying of Mussels (Mytilus edulis) 
operating under permit issued by the Authority. 

 
b, Vessels used for the purpose of angling by means of rod and line or handline. 

 
4. Vessels exceeding the length restrictions described in sections 1 and 2 may be used 

provided that: 
 

a. It can be demonstrated that the vessel held fishing entitlement for appropriate parts 
of the District and was built prior to the date of the of the introduction of this Byelaw. 

 
b. That the owners of the vessel have obtained an authorisation permitting the use of 

the said vessel within the appropriate parts of the District. 
 
5. Newly constructed or purchased vessels exceeding the length restrictions set out in 

sections 1 and 2 of this Byelaw may be issued with an authorisation under section 4 of this 
Byelaw provided that: 

 
a. The owner(s) can demonstrate that prior to the date of this Byelaw being made, 

they had entered into an enforceable financial commitment to construct or purchase 
such a vessel; and 

 
b. The owner(s) can demonstrate that the date of delivery prevented compliance with 

section 4 of this Byelaw. 
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For the purpose of this Byelaw: 
 
The overall length of a vessel shall be that as recorded on the Certificate of Registry as issued by 
the Registrar of Shipping and Seamen. 
The "District" referred to in this Byelaw shall be the district of the North Western Inshore Fisheries 
and Conservation Authority as described in Section (3) of Statutory Instrument 2010 No:2200. 
 
Explanatory note: In order to provide protection for important inshore nursery areas this Byelaw 
restricts the maximum length of mechanically propelled fishing vessels that may be used within the 
area enclosed by a line drawn 3 nautical miles to seaward of the baselines to 10 metres, and 
within that part of the District that lies between 3 and 6 nautical miles of the baseline to 15 metres 
overall length. 
 
 

Byelaw 4. Minimum Removal Size for Mussels. 
(Replaces Cumbria Byelaw 5 and NWSFC Byelaw 15). 

 
1. No person shall remove from any fishery within the District any mussel measuring less than 

45 millimetres in length. 
 
2. It shall not be an offence under this Byelaw to remove mussels of less than 45 millimetres 

in length  for: 
 

a. Scientific purposes. 
b. Relaying or stock management purposes. 

 
Provided that written authorisation has first been obtained from the Authority. 

 
Explanatory Note:- This Byelaw sets the minimum removal size for mussels.  This measure is 
designed to protect small and immature stock that has not had a chance to spawn and enhance 
the bio-mass of the species.  This byelaw also makes the provision for the Authority to grant 
permission for the removal of mussels of less than 45 millimetres in length when it is deemed 
necessary for scientific, relaying or stock management purposes. 
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