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Officers present: RL, LL, JH, GG
Tides: LW09:52(1.4m) (Liverpool tides)

An inspection of Wyre End and channel areas of mussel was completed. The area of the msiiarwas mapped
to determine the area shown in Figure 1Officer tracks were overlayed on the drone imagemaken by officers that
day. The total area of the bed was 1Rectares. The patches of mud on the channel edge had been heavily scoured,
leaving very pathy seed mussel of low coverageThe eastern edge of the bed has a prominent sand bar with
exposed cobble and seed mussel in low levels.

On the main area, there has been a 202€&ttlement of seed mussel, varying in density across the maiskear. Most
ofthe seed mussel is present at the Northern end of the bed towards the outer edgésig4,8& 11). An
inspection throughthe middle of the bed revealed large areas of exposembbble and significant hair algae
growth (Fig7 & 12). Sized mussel present towards the westernedge of the bed from last year has scoured off. Only
small patches of size mussel (>45mm) were foundt the Northern edge of the mairskear (Fig 12).The largest areas
of scour were presentat Figure2 and 3.

Eidersand gulls were present on the bed.

—— Officers route
® Image Locations

. "
L
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and
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Figure 1.Approximate Wyre Endbed area boundary and officer noted9-06-2026
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Figure2. Soft, thin layer of mud andow level undersized mussel (2025mm)

© 13°N

19 Jun 2026 8:39:46 am

Figure3. Large area of scoured mud interspersed with undersized mussel




(T) ® 53.95218
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Figure4. Seed mussel and hair algae coverage on loose sand
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Figure6. 10-15% seed mussel coverage. Hair algae increasing further north

19 Jun 2026 8:51:14 am

Figure7. Large area of exposed cobble across the middle of the bed
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Figure9. Patches of scour and a cobble sand bar with seed.
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Figure10. Exposed cobble running down he west side of bed.
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Figure1l. Dense patches of seed mussel 20% coverage.




19 Jun 2026 8:59:55 am

Figurel2. Seed mussel decreasing and hair algae coverage increasing over firm sand.
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Figure13. Small patch of sized mussel on the tide line.
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Survey meDbodh Wand

Line transects were completed acrogd&@ntsleec tmusdalrt
at the edgaes ofhewre brfdRegoumb2r of hits and misse
to give percentage cover. The bed area was cal cu
observations of officers whilst surveying.due twa
timead teslier ai nts.

A mussel sampl e 2wHaist $ akeinng@ver ¥0 1dinr adn saenett = rweroa
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the size frequency of each sampl e.
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the main bed and 8 hectarEberf®ri g het iFlolul aelyad sl a

and the island with no mussel present, as such t
Note, not all size mussel is fishable due to the
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Length Frequencies

The total | ength frequency for the surveyed bed i
the majority of mussel present on Foulney Skear
spread of mussel from 11mm to 79mm.

Ma p s

The frequency of each size class of mussels per
the pie adjusted for sample weight standardi sed 1

has been mapped and represented in Figure 5.
It can be seen in Figures 4 and 5 that the size
main skear and on the island. Undersize mussel s

with some mixed in with <<i zskemussel in the middl
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Figure 1: Location of Foulney mussel bed spring 2026




