
ŰŰĲǂШΝШыƓċƖƣШΞьШтШƨŊƨƚƣШΠƣőШΞΜΞΣШÑÉ7ШÅĲƓŸƖƣШŰŸЮШΝ 
~ƨƚƚĲũЮŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰƚЮшЮ~ŸƖĲĦċůĤĲЮ7ċǃ 

[ũĲĲƣƽŸŸĬШ~ƨƚƚĲũШfŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШΝΤрΜΣрΞΣ 

§ǭŔĦĲƖƚаШ ÂЯШscЯШ 7ЯШ~Ñ 

xìаШΜΥаΜΦШΝЮΜůШыxŔƻĲƖƓŸŸũШÑŔĬĲƚь 

ÑőĲШ[ũĲĲƣƽŸŸĬШůƨƚƚĲũШĤĲĬƚШƽĲƖĲШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣĲĬШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШċƣШÅŸƚƚċũũШÉĦċƖЯШƣőĲŰШƓƖŸĦĲĲĬŔŰŊШƣŸШ ĲĦťŔŰŊЯШuŔŰŊƚШ
ċŰĬШǯŰŔƚőŔŰŊШŸŰШÂĲƖĦőШċŰĬШ7ũċĦťШÉĦċƖШċƚШƚőŸƽŰШŔŰШ[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝЮШ 

ÅŸƚƚċũũШÉĦċƖ 

ÑőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШŸŰШÅŸƚƚċũũШÉĦċƖШƽċƚШċШůŔǂШŸŉШĬĲċĬƚőĲũũЯШċŰĬШƚůċũũЯШƨŰĬĲƖƚŔǍĲЯШƓċƣĦőǃШůƨƚƚĲũШƣőċƣШƽċƚШШ
ŔŰƣĲƖƚƓĲƖƚĲĬШƽŔƣőШĦŸĤĤũĲШċŰĬШũŔƻĲШÉċĤĲũũċƖŔċЮċũƻĲŸũċƣċЮыfůċŊĲШΝШѼШΞьЮШ 

 ĲĦťŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖ 

ÑőŔƚШǃĲċƖЯШŸǭŔĦĲƖƚШƽĲƖĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШƚƨƖƻĲǃШƣőĲШƓĲƖŔůĲƣĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШĤĲĬЯШċŰĬШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШĦĲŰƣƖĲЮШ
ÑőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШƽċƚШŉċŔƖũǃШƨŰŔŉŸƖůШŔŰШƚŔǍĲЯШĦũĲċŰЯШċŰĬШƓƨƣƣŔŰŊШĬŸƽŰШůƨĬЮШfƣШƽċƚШƨŰĬĲƖƚŔǍĲЯШċƣШċƖŸƨŰĬШΞΡůůШŔŰШ
ũĲŰŊƣőЮШ9ŸƻĲƖċŊĲШƽċƚШƖŸƨŊőũǃШΡΜӖЯШċŰĬШŸŰШƣőĲШũŸƽĲƖШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШĤĲĬШƣŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШƚőŸƖĲũŔŰĲЯШůƨƚƚĲũШƽċƚШ
ƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШŸƻĲƖШĬĲċĬШÉċĤĲũũċƖŔċЮċũƻĲŸũċƣċЮыfůċŊĲШΟШѼШΠьЮШcĲċĬŔŰŊШƣŸƽċƖĬƚШuŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШŉƖŸůШ ĲĦťŔŰŊƚЯШƣőĲƖĲШ
ƽċƚШċŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШƓċƣĦőШŸŉШůƨƚƚĲũШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝьШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЯШĤƨƣШŔŰċĦĦĲƚƚŔĤũĲШƣŸШŸǭŔĦĲƖƚЮШÑőĲШ
ċƓƓƖŸǂŔůċƣĲШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĲǂƣĲŰƣШŔƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣĲĬШŔŰШ[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝЮШfŰШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШ ĲĦťŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШuŔŰŊƚЯШƣőĲƖĲШƽċƚШċШƓċƣĦőШ
ŸŉШÉċĤĲũũċƖŔċШыfůċŊĲШΡь 

uŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖ 

uŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШőċƚШƨŰĬĲƖŊŸŰĲШƚŔŊŰŔǯĦċŰƣШƚĲĬŔůĲŰƣШůŸƻĲůĲŰƣШƚŔŰĦĲШƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШŔŰШΞΜΞΡЮШ~ƨƚƚĲũШƽċƚШ
ƻĲƖǃШƓċƣĦőǃЯШƻċƖǃŔŰŊШŔŰШƚŔǍĲШċŰĬШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШċƖĲċШыfůċŊĲШΣШѼШΤьЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚШƚŸůĲШĲƻŔĬĲŰĦĲШŸŉШċШΞΜΞΣШ
ƚĲĲĬШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣЯШӂΝΜůůШŔŰШƚŔǍĲЯШċůŸŰŊƚƣШƣőĲШĦŸĤĤũĲШċƖĲċШыfůċŊĲШΦьЮШÑŸƽċƖĬƚШƣőĲШƚĲċƽċƖĬШƚŔĬĲШŸŉШƣőĲШĤĲĬЯШ
ŸũĬЯШĤċƖŰċĦũĲĬШůƨƚƚĲũШƓĲƖƚŔƚƣĲĬЯШĤƨƣШƽċƚШƚƣŔũũШůŔǂĲĬШƽŔƣőШĦŸĤĤũĲШыfůċŊĲШΥьЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚШƻĲƖǃШũŔƣƣũĲЯШƣŸШŰŸЯШůƨĬШ
ƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЮШ 

ÂĲƖĦőШċŰĬШ7ũċĦťШÉĦċƖ 

ÂĲƖĦőШċŰĬШ7ũċĦťШÉĦċƖШƽĲƖĲШŸĤƚĲƖƻĲĬШƣŸШċƚƚĲƚƚШŔŉШƣőĲŔƖШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰШőċĬШĦőċŰŊĲĬШƚŔŰĦĲШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŰШƣőĲШΞΞŰĬШ
ŸŉШ~ċǃЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚШũŔƣƣũĲЯШƣŸШŰŸШŸĤƚĲƖƻċĤũĲШĦőċŰŊĲШŸŰШÂĲƖĦőШÉĦċƖЯШƣőĲШĤĲĬШŔƚШƚƣŔũũШĦŸƻĲƖĲĬШŔŰШƣőŔĦťШůƨĬШƣőċƣШŔƚШ
ƚũŸƽũǃШĤĲŔŰŊШƚĦŸƨƖĲĬЮШ ŸШůƨƚƚĲũШŔƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШŰŸШĲƻŔĬĲŰĦĲШŸŉШċШƚĲĲĬШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣЮШ 

7ũċĦťШÉĦċƖШƽċƚШƚƣŔũũШĦŸƻĲƖĲĬШŔŰШċũŊċĲЯШƽŔƣőШƚŸůĲШĲǂƓŸƚĲĬШĦŸĤĤũĲЯШċŰĬШƖĲůċŔŰŔŰŊШůƨĬШŸŰШƣőĲШĦĲŰƣƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ĤĲĬЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚШƚŸůĲШƻĲƖǃШƚůċũũЯШӈΡůůШƚĲĲĬШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣШŸŰШƣőĲШĲǂƓŸƚĲĬШĦŸĤĤũĲЮШcŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШƽċƚШ
ƻĲƖǃШũŸƽШċƣШӂΞΜӖЮШ?ƨĲШƣŸШƣŔĬĲШƣŔůĲƚЯШċŰĬШĬĲĲƓШůƨĬШũŔůŔƣŔŰŊШċĦĦĲƚƚŔĤŔũŔƣǃЯШƣőĲШƓĲƖŔůĲƣĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШĤĲĬƚШƽċƚШŰŸƣШ
ůċƓƓĲĬШċƣШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲЮШcŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШŔƣШŔƚШŰŸƣШƣőŸƨŊőƣШƣőĲƚĲШőċƻĲШĦőċŰŊĲĬШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШΞΞŰĬШŸŉШ~ċǃШƚƨƖƻĲǃШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖЮШ 



 
[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝЮШ§ƻĲƖƻŔĲƽШŸŉШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШΝΤрΜΣрΞΣЮ 



 

fůċŊĲШΝЮШÅŸƚƚċũШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 



fůċŊĲШΞЮШÂċƣĦőǃШůƨƚƚĲũШċŰĬШÉċĤĲũũċƖŔċШŸŰШÅŸƚƚċũШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 

fůċŊĲШΟЮШ ĲƽШƚĲĲĬШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣШŸŰШ ĲĦťŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 



fůċŊĲШΠЮШEůĤĲĬĬĲĬШƚĲĲĬШŸŰШ ĲĦťŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 

fůċŊĲШΡЮШ ƖĲċШŸŉШÉċĤĲũũċƖŔċШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШ ĲĦťŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШuŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 

fůċŊĲШΣЮШ~ŔǂШƚŔǍĲШůƨƚƚĲũШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШĦŸĤĤũĲШċŰĬШĤŸƨũĬĲƖШŸŰШuŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 



 

fůċŊĲШΤЮШÑőŔŰЯШƓċƣĦőШůƨƚƚĲũШŸŰШĦŸĤĤũĲШċƣШuŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 

fůċŊĲШΥЮШÑőŔŰЯШƓċƣĦőШůƨƚƚĲũШŸŰШĦŸĤĤũĲШċƣШuŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 



 

fůċŊĲШΦЮШEƻŔĬĲŰĦĲШŸŉШƚĲĲĬШůƨƚƚĲũШŸŰШuŔŰŊƚШÉĦċƖШΝΤрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

 



9ƖŸŸťШÉĦċƖШ~ƨƚƚĲũШfŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШΜΞрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ 

§ǭŔĦĲƖƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣаШШ ÂЯШ]]ЯШf?ЯШ9Ñ 

xŸƽШìċƣĲƖаШΜΤаΟΜШШШШΞůШыxŔƻĲƖƓŸŸũШÑŔĬĲƚь 

§ǭŔĦĲƖƚШĦċƖƖŔĲĬШŸƨƣШċŰШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŰШŉŸŸƣШŸŉШƣőĲШ9ƖŸŸťШÉĦċƖШůƨƚƚĲũШĤĲĬШƣŸШċƚƚĲƚƚШƣőĲШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШůƨƚƚĲũШƚƣŸĦťЮШ7ŸƣőШ
ƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШċŰĬШƚŸƨƣőĲƖŰШůƨƚƚĲũШċƖĲċƚШƽĲƖĲШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣĲĬШċŰĬШċШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲШƓĲƖŔůĲƣĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШċƖĲċШƽċƚШ
ůċƓƓĲĬШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШƚƨƖƻĲǃШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝьЮШÉĲƻĲƖċũШŊƨũũƚШƽĲƖĲШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰЮ 

 ŸƖƣőĲƖŰШ7ĲĬШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ÑőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШƓċƣĦőШőċĬШċШĤĲĬШċƖĲċШŸŉШΡШőċШċŰĬШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШƽċƚШƨŰŔŉŸƖůШŔŰШƚŔǍĲШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШƽőŸũĲШĤĲĬЮШfŰШċƖĲċƚШ
ůƨƚƚĲũШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШƽċƚШΝΜΜӖШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΞьЯШƽŔƣőШƻĲƖǃШƣőŔĦťШůƨƚƚĲũШůƨĬШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШƽőŸũĲШĤĲĬШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΟьЮШÑőĲƖĲШ
ƽċƚШċШĦũĲċƖШĬŔƚƣŔŰĦƣŔŸŰШƣŸШƣőĲШĲĬŊĲШŸŉШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШĤĲĬШċƚШƣőĲШĲĬŊĲƚШƚőŸƽĲĬШĲƻŔĬĲŰĦĲШŸŉШƚĦŸƨƖШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΠьЮШ§ƻĲƖċũũШƣőĲШ
ĤĲĬШőċĬШċШĬĲŰƚĲШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШƖċŰŊŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШΥΜрΦΜӖЯШƚƨĤƚƣċŰƣŔċũШůƨƚƚĲũШůƨĬЯШůƨĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШőċĬШŉŸƖůĲĬШĬĲĲƓШ
ůƨĬШőŔũũŸĦťƚЯШċŰĬШċШĦŸŰƚŔƚƣĲŰƣШůƨƚƚĲũШƚŔǍĲШŸŉШΠΡůůШŸƖШŢƨƚƣШƨŰĬĲƖШƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΡьЮШ ƣШƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШƣŔƓШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ĤĲĬШůƨƚƚĲũШĬĲŰƚŔƣǃШƖĲĬƨĦĲĬШƣŸШΠΜӖШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲЯШċƚШƣőĲƖĲШƽċƚШũĲƚƚШůƨƚƚĲũШĲǂƣĲŰĬŔŰŊШŸŰƣŸШĦŸĤĤũĲШċŰĬШƚőĲũũШƚƨĤƚƣƖċƣĲШ
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ĦũƨůƓŔŰŊШŔŰШƓũċĦĲƚШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΥьЮШÑőŔƚШċƖĲċШőċƚŰќƣШĤĲĲŰШǯƚőĲĬШĬƨĲШƣŸШƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲШŸŉШƓĲċƖũЮ 
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ĬĲċĬШƚőĲũũШċŰĬШĲǂƓŸƚĲĬШĦŸĤĤũĲШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΦьЮШ~ƨƚƚĲũШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШƽċƚШƻĲƖǃШũŸƽШŔŰШċƖĲċƚШŰĲċƖĲƚƣШƣőĲШƚũŔƓƽċǃЮШ§ƻĲƖċũũШ
ĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŉШůƨƚƚĲũШƽċƚШĲƚƣŔůċƣĲĬШΞΜӖШŸƖШũĲƚƚШы[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝΜьШƽŔƣőШƚƓċƖƚĲШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŉШůƨƚƚĲũƚШŸŰШƚőĲũũШċŰĬШĦŸĤĤũĲШ
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[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝЮШ~ċƓШŸŉШĤĲĬШċƖĲċƚШċŰĬШŔůċŊĲШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ9ƖŸŸťШÉĦċƖШůƨƚƚĲũШŔŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰШΜΞрΜΣрΞΜΞΣЮ 

[ŔŊƨƖĲШΞЮШ?ĲŰƚĲШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŉШƨŰŔŉŸƖůШůƨƚƚĲũЮ 



[ŔŊƨƖĲШΟЮШÖŰŔŉŸƖůШΠΡůůШůƨƚƚĲũШŸŰШƣőŔĦťШůƨƚƚĲũШůƨĬЮ 

[ŔŊƨƖĲШΠЮШEƻŔĬĲŰĦĲШŸŉШƚĦŸƨƖШċƣШƣőĲШĲĬŊĲШŸŉШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШĤĲĬЮ 



[ŔŊƨƖĲШΡЮШÉŔǍĲШůƨƚƚĲũЮ 

[ŔŊƨƖĲШΣЮШÂċƣĦőŔĲƖШůƨƚƚĲũШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШċƣШƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШƣŔƓШŸŉШƣőĲШĤĲĬЮ 



[ŔŊƨƖĲШΤЮШÂċƣĦőŔĲƖШůƨƚƚĲũШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŰШƣőĲШĲĬŊĲШŸŉШƣőĲШůƨƚƚĲũШĤĲĬЮ 

[ŔŊƨƖĲШΥЮШÑőŔĦťШĦũĲċŰШůƨƚƚĲũШŸŰШůƨƚƚĲũШůƨĬЯШƽŔƣőШĲƻŔĬĲŰĦĲШŸŉШĦũƨůƓŔŰŊЮ 



[ŔŊƨƖĲШΦЮШ7ċƖŰċĦũĲĬШůƨƚƚĲũШůŔǂĲĬШŔŰШƽŔƣőШĬĲċĬШƚőĲũũШċŰĬШĦŸĤĤũĲЮ 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝΝЮШÂċƣĦőŔĲƖШĦŸƻĲƖċŊĲШŸŰШƚŸƨƣőĲƖŰШĤĲĬШƽŔƣőШƚőĲũũШċŰĬШĦŸĤĤũĲШőŔũũŸĦťƚЮ 

 

 



ìǃƖĲШEŰĬШ~ƨƚƚĲũШfŰƚƓĲĦƣŔŸŰ ΝΦрΜΣрΞΜΞΣ   

 
Officers present:  RL, LL, JH, GG  
Tides:   LW 09:52 (1.4m) (Liverpool tides)  
 
An inspection of Wyre End and channel areas of mussel was completed. The area of the main skear was mapped 
to determine the area shown in Figure 1. Officer tracks were overlayed on the drone imagery taken by officers that 
day. The total area of the bed was 17 hectares. The patches of mud on the channel edge had been heavily scoured, 
leaving very patchy seed mussel of low coverage. The eastern edge of the bed has a prominent sand bar with 
exposed cobble and seed mussel in low levels.     
 
On the main area, there has been a 2026 settlement of seed mussel, varying in density across the main skear. Most 
of the seed mussel is present at the Northern end of the bed towards the outer edges (Fig 4, 8 & 11). An 
inspection through the middle of the bed revealed large areas of exposed cobble and significant hair algae 
growth (Fig 7 & 12). Sized mussel present towards the western edge of the bed from last year has scoured off. Only 
small patches of size mussel (>45mm) were found at the Northern edge of the main skear (Fig 12). The largest areas 
of scour were present at Figure 2 and 3.  
 
Eiders and gulls were present on the bed.  
 

 
Figure 1. Approximate Wyre End bed area boundary and officer notes 19-06-2026  

  



  

Figure 2. Soft, thin layer of mud and low level undersized mussel (20-25mm)  

 
 

Figure 3. Large area of scoured mud interspersed with undersized mussel  



 
Figure 4. Seed mussel and hair algae coverage on loose sand  

 
Figure 5. Cobble and exposed mud with low levels of dead shell  



 
Figure 6. 10-15% seed mussel coverage. Hair algae increasing further north  

 
Figure 7. Large area of exposed cobble across the middle of the bed  



 
Figure 8. Seed and dead shell on firm sand.  

 
Figure 9. Patches of scour and a cobble sand bar with seed.  



 
Figure 10. Exposed cobble running down the west side of bed.  

 
Figure 11. Dense patches of seed mussel 20% coverage.  



 
Figure 12. Seed mussel decreasing and hair algae coverage increasing over firm sand.  

 
Figure 13. Small patch of sized mussel on the tide line.  



~ƨƚƚĲũЮÉƨƖƻĲǃƚЮЮшЮ~ŸƖĲĦċůĤĲЮ7ċǃ 

Foulney Dutch Wand Mussel Survey Spring 2026 

Officers present:  AP, JH, GG, LL, ID, CT, AS 

Low water:           31/03/26 18:05 1.2m (Liverpool Tides) 

                            19/04/26 07:43 0.9m (Liverpool Tides) 

Survey method:  Dutch Wand  

Line transects were completed across the mussel bed using a Dutch Wand. Transects start and finish 

at the edge of the bed as shown in Figure 2. The number of hits and misses of live mussel were recorded 

to give percentage cover. The bed area was calculated from the start and end of transects and from 

observations of officers whilst surveying. It was not possible to walk the perimeter of the bed due to 

time and tide restraints. 

A mussel sample was taken every 25 hits using a 10 cm diameter corer. 11 transects were completed 

and 34 samples collected. The total weight of live undersize and size mussel was recorded as well as 

the size frequency of each sample.  

From the transect and sample data the total mussel bed surveyed was 43 hectares, 35 hectares for 

the main bed and 8 hectares for the Foulney Island. There is still a bare area between the main bed 

and the island with no mussel present, as such two transects were omitted from the survey. 

Note, not all size mussel is fishable due to the presence of fouling species on slower growing individuals 

or the mixing of undersize and size in close proximity that prevents the removal of sizeable mussel 

without removing undersize.  Algae growth with present across a portion of the mussel bed. 

Biomass 

1601 tonnes size mussel (230 tonnes for the Island) and 974 tonnes undersize mussel.  

Length Frequencies 

The total length frequency for the surveyed bed is provided in Figure 3. From the length frequency data 

the majority of mussel present on Foulney Skear is currently a mix of size and undersize with a wide 

spread of mussel from 11mm to 79mm.  

Maps 

The frequency of each size class of mussels per sample has been mapped in Figure 4 with the size of 

the pie adjusted for sample weight standardised to kg/mĮ. The weight of the size and undersize mussel 

has been mapped and represented in Figure 5. 

It can be seen in Figures 4 and 5 that the size mussel >45 mm is predominantly on the lower half of the 

main skear and on the island. Undersize mussels were mainly congregated higher up the main skear 

with some mixed in with size mussel in the middle of the skear. 



 
Figure 1: Location of Foulney mussel bed spring 2026 

 


