Annex C — Ephemeral Definition

Certain conditions need to occur for the NWIFCA to authorise fishing of seed
mussel, namely that the stock has been assessed as in imminent likelihood of being
lost to the fishery through natural causes, and subsequently that a high proportion of
it will not grow through to reach size; and that conditions pertain to fishing being
possible without risk of damage to the cobble and boulder substrate conservation
features. These include:

e settlement in high abundance and density, and;

e fast growing and high deposits of pseudofaeces (mussel mud), and;

e the mussel mud becoming very soft and loose and at risk of being washed
out, taking the mussel with it;

e or dense settlement being heavily predated on by thousands of starfish.



